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ABSTRACT

Grand Seiko Kodo Constant-Force Tourbillon SLGT003 (Kodo) is Grand Seiko's first complicated watch,
released in March 2022. The most significant functional feature of Kodo is that it is equipped with the world's first
high-precision mechanism, which combines the constant-force mechanism that maintains the energy transmitted
to the balance constant and the tourbillon mechanism, which cancels the effects of gravity, on the same axis as one
unit. However, Kodo was developed not only for the functional value of high precision, but also for its emotional
value, such as the unique movement of the two carriages rotating on the same axis and the ticking sound which
resembles the 16" note feel in musical terminology, to create a watch with both functional and emotional value at
a high level. As a result, Kodo was highly acclaimed both in Japan and abroad upon its release and was awarded
the Chronometry Prize at the 2022 Grand Prix d'Horlogerie de Genéve (GPHG). This article first discusses the
definitions of functional value and emotional value, and then describes specific efforts to increase the value of

each, using Kodo as an example.
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Fig. 4 Carriage construction of Kodo from side view (left) and top view (right).
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Fig. 10 Kodo's asterisk screw.

3AKRD~AFAENRFRTEELEZT ALY 27 BRI > T A(Fig. 10). ZiUE, HF
T Uy VAR ) v PDOENTN 3 ARKDOT — LN, MM TOHNTIRIEIC 2D EHiR->T
TAZYAI =T DEICRZDI LMD, =T A M EROFE—EEmLsw®57
WIZED ANEBIETH D, MBI X D BIEMEICNZ <, EART A4 3—Z2H0n
TeREREICRBNT, A T AT R A A=2F012< W & ) BEREMNAE & OF g5 -
TW5.

@ BEHEHOTE IR
by =337 T AFET R LWOERTHLA, R TR v BERZE
D AR RO EED —DICEAH 5. Kodo TiEX, AAMBEDOCEEZETRY AhDHZ & TH
REOMAMEZBFT L LI, by —bEarn) SEICEETIEREE LT,
ML) ZEaOEIEICHW TV A (Fig. 11). BRENIZIE, ARE, BhmilB L OTAR
DEHHIEH 72 E, BIRZEICET 2B ZOBRELMEH L TWDS.

Fig. 11 Kodo's parts using the Tomoe crest design.



4. BHYIC

THETHRRTELL I, Kodo 1T AX v b7 4 —AEREL b v — LB 3 RO R
2=y MEEICE DEEEE &0 ) BEREMIEICINZ T, BhE 08, SMELE W o TR E O BRI
LA OBLRTHY A, W Z @O LV THRERORFEFE 0> T . KRS, kRS
TWEAEFIZERL, avAZ U b7+ —AEOT 72 FEZMATI6 B — k&) EHAf
EICEBT 2R 2L, it THBloR VLB N ThDEF X 5.

BEAAREF O = HL ¥ — 2 RIS EIRA R H 0, FEFHOZEIL, CTARIMITH I ENT
ERDoTEAFNOT XX —RNE L L COHE SN, MRl s L OXE = x L ¥—7T
BH5. Ll Kodo X2 DETHNIZZFRAX—Ekkx 72 TRICE o TREMEMEE L THAL,
=P —RETHZ LT, FFEFOflifEx LV RERBDITL TS,

DX, HEREME R L2 TR, I ER b2 @S S s /A EEH T Y, GPHG Z
0 AN —HOZEREREREBICORNB ST 2E2D L, A%, BMEMEEZZE L
RGN, L0 EEMAET BN D.

SEE

1) BIFERERME, L—7 A bR OWMARGE, ABFRFAMR, FrBH 2015-49230 (2015).

2) EHEE, A—T AL B LU, ABFFTAR, FFHH 2015-72254 (2015).

3) FEEE, EEEHS 10 IEER s v VT T DB, v~/ v Ak ha=27 A, Vol 69, No.
232, pp. 27-35 (2025).

4) INRE—RR SRR (4) ,~A 7 m A hr =2 X, Vol.46, No.1, pp. 67-75 (2002).

5) JNECHE BB BRSO RE A (10) S REEGR), ~ A4 7 AW hr =27 X, Vol45, No.3, pp. 43-49
(2001).

6) RBHEKER : 7 > 7O &R OWT, HARREHESEE, No. 1, pp. 3-17 (1957).

7 BB A Ny — eI TFyFORR, v/ 7 Ak ha=2 A, Vol 61, No. 216, pp. 11-16
(2017).

8) Y. Droz, J. Flores: Les remontoirs d’¢égalité et les forces constantes dans la montre, Horlogerie Ancienne, No. 7,
pp. 35-54 (1980).

9) /NEBE—ER ¢ AEHRES L, A 7AW Fur=2 %, Vol.50, No.194, pp. 69-79 (2006).

10) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-3-0SZfpyLQ



~ 7

4 AT hwmr =7 R
N

=z
+2322K) Vol. 69, No. 233

g=i11Ty

BmDYIE & EIRERE

77 A AR KRR
—MRFEEEAN HARREE G2 M e B,
FO T HXIBAE T H 6 4 5 ABTE/L5FE, T102-0073
(2025 = 11 H 12 H5AD)

Product Alteration as Trademark Infringement

Shintaro WEIN
Intellectual Property Committee, JAPAN CLOCK & WATCH ASSOCIATION,
Nisshin Building 5F, 1-6-4 Kudankita, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-0073, Japan

(Received November 12, 2025)

ABSTRACT
The unauthorized Modification (MOD) trend in the secondary timepiece market presents a severe legal and
commercial challenge, fundamentally tied to trademark infringement and the erosion of brand quality assurance. This
paper rigorously analyzes this conflict and its impact on market stability. We begin by classifying consumer
motivations—illustrated by examples like "after-diamond setting" and "custom dials"—to provide context for the
practice. Our core contribution is a comprehensive legal framework under Japanese Trademark and Unfair
Competition Prevention laws, dissecting how MOD compromises the mark's core functions (source and quality
indication). By reviewing landmark domestic precedents (e.g., Hacker Junior, After-Diamond, JUNKMANIA), we
establish the judicial criteria for assessing confusion and dilution. This analysis is critically augmented by contrasting
it with recent seminal global rulings (Korea, Switzerland, U.S., 2023-2024), thereby mapping the divergent
international standards shaping this field. The paper concludes by charting strategic imperatives for manufacturers,
stressing the need for proactive, consistent enforcement to defend brand equity against the accelerating MOD culture

while meticulously navigating the complex legal risks of tacit consent or rights abuse.
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